SWEDENBORG
Questicas
1. What czausative factors can yeu discever for Swedenborg'!s disturbonce?

%« What does Swedenborg'!s reccrd of his dreams tell us in regard to his
character?

3. What pathological features do you find in Swedenborg in this period of
his 1life? With which of the hospital patients would you compare him?

4. What evaluation weuld you place upen the solution which resulted? To
what extent would yeu agree with Ralph Waldo Emerson in placing Swedenborg
amcng the outstanding religicus geniuses and herces of the world?

He What are the chief features of his message?

6 Bow do you acceunt fcr his influence over others?

References
Tafel Documents cencerning Swedenborg

Boisen Exploration of the Inner World ppe 71 ff.

Block Scientist into Seer Review of Religion, May 1938
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SWEDENBORG®G

Selections from the Documents Concerning Swedenborg

I. Swedenborg's Autobiography Vol. I - Doc. 2 DPages 7-8

"I was born at Stockholm, on the 29th of January in the
vear 186S. My fathcer's name was Jesper Swedberg; who was the
Bishop cf West-Gothland, and a man of celebrity in his time. He was
11lso elceted and enrolled as a member of the English Society for
the Propogation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts; for he had been
appeinted by King Charles XII Bishop over the Swedish churches
in Fennsylvania, and also over the church in London. In the year
1710 I went abroad. I proceeded first to England, and afterwards
to Holland, France and Germany, and returned home in the year
1714. In the year 1716, and also afterwards, I had many
converstaions with Charles XII, King of Sweden, who greatly
favoured me, and the same year offered me an assessorship in the
College of Mines, which office I filled until the year 1747, when
I resigned it, retaining, however, the official salary during my
1life. My sole object in tendering my rcsignation was, that I might
have more leisure to dcvote to the new offiee to which the Lord
had called me. A higher post was then offered me, which I
positively declined, lest my hecart should be inspired with pride.
In the ycar 1719, I was ennobled by Queen Ulrica Elcanora,
and named Swedenborg; and from that time I have taken my seat
among the noblcs of the rank of knighthood, in the triennial
Dict of the Realm. I am a fellow and Mcember, by invitation,
of the Royal Academy of Scicnces in Stockholm; but I have never
sought admission intoc any literary socicty in any place, becausc
I am in angclic socicty, where such things as rclate to heaven
~and the soul are the only subjects of discoursc; whilc in
liteorary socictices the world =snd the body from the only subjcets
of discussion. In thc ycar 1734, I published, at Leipsie, the
Regnum Minerale, in three volumes, folio; and in 1738 I took a
Journey to Italy, and stayed & ycar in Venice and Rome.

With respeet to my family commecctions, I had four sisters.
One of them was married to Ericus Benzclius, who subsequently
boeame the archbishop of Upsal, and through him I beecame reclated
to the two succceding archbishops, who both belonged to the
2amily of Benzelius, and were younger brothers of his. My
sccond sister was marricd to Lars Benzelsticrna who became a
provincial governor; bubt these two cre decad. Two bishops, however,
wiho arc related to me, arc still living; one of them, whose
name is Filenius, and who is Bishop of East-Gothland, officiatcs
now &s President of the House of the Clergy in the Diet &t
Stockholm, in placc of the Archbishop, who is &an invelid; he
married my sister's daughtcr: the other, named Benzclsticrna,
is Bishop of Westmanland and Dalecarlia; he is the son of
my second sister.

essBut 211l that I have thus far rclated, I considcr of

comparitively littlc importance; for it is far. exceccded by the
cireumstance, that I have been callcd to a holy office by the
Lord Himself, who most mcreifully appearcd before me, His
servant, in the year 1743: when Hc opened my sight into the
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spiritual world, and cnablcd me to converse with spirits and
angcls, in which state I have continucd up to the proscant day.
From that timc I begon to print and publish the various areana that
were seen by mce or revcalcd to me, concerning Hcaven and Hell,
the state of mon aftcr dcath, the truc worship of God, the
spiritual scnsc of the Word, besides many othor important
metters eonducive to salvation and wisdom. The only rcason of

ky Journeys abroad hove been the desire of moking myself useful,
and of mcking knovm the arcana that werc cntrustcd to me.
Morcover, I have &s much of this world's wecalth as I nccd, and I
neither scck nor wish for morc."

Il.. Robsahm's Recport of Swedcnborg's Account of His Revclation.
Vol. I * Doc.5 Pages 35-6

"I was in London &nd dined rather late at the inn where I was
in the habit of dining, o2nd where I had my own room. My thoughts
werce engaged on the subjcets we have been discussing. I vwas
hungry, 2nd atc with good appctite. Towards thc closc of the mecal
I noticed a sort of dimness beforc my eycs: this became denscr,
and I saw the floor covered with the most horrid crawling
reptiles, such as snakes, frogs, and similzr crcaturcs. I was
amaezed; for I was pcerfectly conscious, =«nd my thoughts wcre clear.
At last the darkncss incrcascd gtill more; but it disappcarcd
all 2t onee, and I then saw a man sitting in a corncr of the
room; as I was then alonc, I was very much frightcncd at his
words, for hc said: 'Eat not so mueh'. A1l beeame block cgain
before my cycs, but immcdictely it clearcéd away, and I found
mysclf alonc¢ in the room.

Such an unexpected terror hastened my return home: I did
not let the landlord notice anything; but I considered well
vhat had happened, and could not look upon it as a mere matter of
chance, or as if it had been produced by & physical cause.

I went home; and during the night the same man revealed
himself to me again, but I was not frightened now. He then said
that He was the Lord God, the Creator of the world, and the
Redeemer, and that He had chosen me to explain to men the spiritual
sense of the Scripture, and that He Himself would explain to me
vihat I should write on this subject; that same night also were
opened to me, so that I became thoroughly convinced of their
reality, the worlds of spirits, heaven, and hell, end I recognized
there many acquaintances of every conditi¢n in life. From that
day I gave up the study of all worldly science, and laboured
in spiritval things, according as the Lord had commanded me to
write. Afterwards the Lord opened, daily very often, my bodily
eyes, so that, in the middle of the day I could see into the other
world, and in a state of perféct wakefulness converse with angels
and spirits.”

ITII. Swedenborg's Experience in 1744. Vol. ii Pages 150-200

2. I was in a kitchen-gardn® containing many fine beds, one of
which I desired to possess; I looked around, however, to see if
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there was a way out, and when it seemed to me that I saw one, I
thought of another. Some one was there picking away & heal of
small vermin, and killing them; he said they were bugs which some
one had brought and thrown in, and which infested those who were
there. I did not sce them, but I saw some other smaller vermin
which I let fall into a white linen sheet, (and took) out together
with some woman. - This meant the uncleanness which had to be
rooted out of me.

5. I went donfidently and boldly down a large staircase, at
the end of which was a ladder. At the bottom was a hole that went
down to a great depth; it was difficult to cross over to the
other side, without falling into the hole. On the other side
were some persons to vhom I reached out my hand to be helped:

I awoke. - There is danger of my falling into the abyss, unless,
I receive help.

22. Besides while awake, I was in a heavenly ecstasy, which
is also indeseribable. _

I went to bed at nine o'clock, and arose between nine and ten;
I had thus been in bed for twelve of thirteen hours. Praise,
and honour, and glory be to the Highest; hallowed be His name!
Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts!

25. Both in my mind and body I had a sensation of such
indescribable delight, that had it been more intense, the body
would have been, as it were, dissolved in pure bliss.

This took place in the night between Easter Sunday and Easter
Monday, and during the whole night.

27. At ten o'dlock I went to bed, and in little more than
half a&n hour aftervards I heard 3 noise under my head. I then
thought that the Tempter was gone. Immediately afterwards a tremor
came over me, powerfully affecting me from the head over the
whole body, accompanied by some sound; this was repeated several
times. I felt that something holy had come ovcer me. I then
fell asleep, znd about twelve, one, or two o'chock at night a
most powerful tremor siexed me from head to foot, with a sound
like the concourse of meny winds. By this sound, which was
inéescribable, I was shaken, and thrown (from the bead) on my
face. While &t the moment I was thus thrown down, I became wide
avake, and I saw that I had been prostrated. I wondered what all
this meant, and then spoke, as if I were awake. I notieced,
iiowever, that these words were put into my mouth: ™0 Thou Almighty
Jesus Christ, who of Thy great mercy deignest to come to so great
2 sinner, make me worthy of this gracel!”™ I lifted up my hands,
21d prayed, when & hand came and strongly pressed my hands; I
then continugd my prayer, =nd said, "0 Thou, who hast promised
to receive in mercy all sinners, Thou canst not othcrwise than
keep this Thy Word!" I lay on His bosom and lookcd at Him face
to face. Itwas a countenancde with a holy cxpression, and so that
it cannot be described; it was also smiling; end I really believe
that His countenance was such during His life upon earth. He
&ddressed me and asked, if I had a2 certificate of my health?

I answered, "0 Lord, Thou knowest this better than I; when He
said, "Do it then!"™ - This, as I perceived in my mind signified
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"Love me really, or do what thou has promised." O God, impart
to me grace for this! I perceivedthat. I e¢ould not do this by my
own strength. I now awoke in a tremor.

34. I was also in temptation, where thoughts invaded me which
I could not control; my they poured in so pewerfully, that all my
other thoughts were kept under, and full liberty was given them to
rcsist the power of the Spirit, which leads us in a different
direection; the infestation was, indeed, so strong that unless
God's grace had been stronger, I must either have succumbed or bececome
mi@. During that time I could not direct my thoughts to the
contemplation of Christ, whom I hzd seen for thaf brief moment.
The action of the Spirit and its power so affected me, that I
2lmost lost my scnses.

38. ...This last (temptqtion) was severcr than the first,
as it went to the inncrmost, and to resist it I received a stronger
cvidence of the Spirit; for at times I broke into & perspiration.
What %hen arose in my mind had no longer the effect of
condemning me; for I had a strong assurance that I had been
forgiven; but the desire came to excusc myself, and make myself
frec. Very often I burst into tears, not of sorrow, but of inmost
Joy at our Lord's deigning to be so gracious to so unworthy a
sinner; for the sum of 21l I found to be this, that the only thing
ncedful is to cast onefsel}f in all humility on our Lord's grace,
to rececognize one's own unworthiness, and,to thank God in humility
for His gracc:

52. This night I slept very tranquilly. At three or four
o'clock I awokc and lay awake, but in a kind of a vision. I could
look up and be observant whenever I shose, so that I was not
otherwise than awake, and yet in the spirit there was an inward
gladness which diffused itself over thc body. A1l scemed in a
wonderful and transcendent mamner to approach and conspire to rise
up 2s it werc and nestle in infinitude as & centre, wherc Love
itself was; thcence it scemed t0 extend ifiself around and thus down
again. In this manner it moved in an incomprchcnsible ecircle
(spire?) whosec centre was Love, arouhd and thus hither agein;
that Love,moved towards and into a mortal body, so that I became
filled with it. T likcned that inweard fceling of gladness to what
is felt by = chastc husband who is an actual state of love, and
¢cnjoys its suprcme delight with his spousc. Such a suprecme feceling
of bliss was shcd over my whole body, and indced, for o long time,
cven before the whole time before I fell asleep, =nd after I awoke
for a half, ncy for a whole hour. Now, when I was in the spirit
and yet awake ~ for I could lift up my cycs ané be awake - and
when I came into the same state again, I saw and perceived that
that suprcemc Love was the source of that inmost and real fecling
of gladncss; and that in proportion as I could hce in that Love,
in the same proportion I was in a state of bliss; but os soon as
I came into another love which did not ccntre in it, I was beyond
its influence.

84. The met singular thing is, that I now represcnt the inner
man. and, &s it were, another thén myscli; th~t I visit my own
thoughts, frighten them, i.c. the things of my mecmory; thut I
accuse another. ~ Phis shows that motters ar¢ ghanged now; and
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th~t I represent the inncr mon, who is opposed to another (i.e.
the cxternnl mon). Yor I prayed to God thot T might not be my owm,
but thot God might plcose to let me be His.

112. I h~d depressing dreoms about dogs th~t werc snid to be
my countrymen, ond which licked my neck, but without biting; bcsides
other drcams. In the mroning awful thoughts houwnted me, just as
ou the preceding doy, viz. that the Evil Onc hnd taken posscssion
of me; yet with the sonsolntion thot he was without, ond thnt I
would soon be relicved. Whilc I had the most damnable thoughts,
the worst thot possibly could be, Jesus Christ vns prescnted
vividly beforc my intcrnnl sight; and the operation of the Holy
Spirit camc over me, from which I knew thnt the devil vas gonc.
On the following day &lso I was in o statc of infestation, in
conflicting thoughts, and in strife. In the nfternoon I wes
mostly in o tranguil state, wnd thought of God, though cngaged in
viorldly things. I was then trovelling to Leyden.

139. On the twenticth I was to go to the Lord's Supper in
the Swedish church, nfter I had haed mony pornicious thoughts, from
which I pcrccived that my body is in n continual stntc of rebellion;
this was clso represcuted to me by scum, which was t0o be skimmed
off. On Sunday morning it eame vcery elcarly from the Spirit into
my lips, that this, (i.c. the Holy Supper) is the maans which
descends from heaven.

140. I could not control mysclf so entircly as not to have
cnrnal desires; yet without any intention of cousing their
wtimation. Yet it scemed to me in my dream thot my hoving
ccecompanied Prof. Oehlreich to sundry places was not so altogether
against the Divine Providence; as about it I &id not receive an
admonition, as about other of my doings. It however happened, as
had been rpepreseanbed to me in & céream some days before, that I
was in onc day twice in danger of my life; so thot if God had
not proteceted me, I shoulé have lost my life in two places.

Iv. Whot Swedenborg Thought of Himself. Vol. ii age 137

The 2im of Swedenborg's life, ond thus the purposc of the
experiences recorded in the following pages, =re stated by him in
his work entitled the "True Christian Religion™ in these words:

"The Lorc's Second Advent is made by » man beforc whom He has
mrnifested Himself in person, and whom He has f£illed with His
8pirit to teach the édoctrines of the New Church by the Word from
Hims&lf. This is meant in the Apoecalypse by the New Heaven and
the llew Earth, and the Vew Jerustlem doscending thenec’.

That he himself is the mon by whose instrumentality the Lord
should effcet His,Sccond Coming, is declnred by Swedenborg in
the following passage: "As the Lorl cannot (now) menifest Himsclf
in person, &nd yct foretold that He would come 2gain, «nd e¢stablish
a New Church, which is thce New Jerusalem, it follows that He
would do0 this by & man, who could not only rcecive the éoctrines
of thnt church in his undorstanding, but 21lso publish them by the
press. I testify in truth thot the Lord moanifested Himself before
me, His Servant; that he commissioncd me to do this work, anc
afterwards opcned the sight of my spirit, and so lot me into the
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upirituhl worlé, permitting me to sce the hoeavens and the hells,
~né ~lso to conversc with "ngels ond spirits, -nd this now
uontlnu¢lly for miny ycars; and, llkCWluC thnt from the first
doy of my call to this office, I havc nUVpr r¢ecived anything
rclating to the Coetrines of thot church from any angel, but from
the Lord clonc whll I Was rcudlnb the Word™.

Ve "Tne Opvning of owbdenborg s Spiritual Sight™ Vol.ii, Page 144

"I was elevcted into the light of heaven interiorly by degrees,
and in proportion as I s elevathd, my understancing was elevated,
so that I grodually was enabled to perceive things which at
Tirst I d4id not perceive, aond finally such things as it h2d been
impossible for me to comprshcnd." (From "Hcaven and Hell™)

"Bufore my mind was opencd, so that I could converse with |
spirits, and thus be persuaded by living cxperience,’ there existed
with me¢ for several ycars such cvidenccs, that I now wonder I
could remain all the whilec unconvinced of the Lort's govcrnmcnt
by means of spirits. Durlng severnl vew.os, not ovl, Lad I drcams
by which I ms informed concerning wvne things ou which I was
writing; but I oxporicnecd also, while writing, changcs of statey
therc being o certain cxtrnordintry light in the things which
were written, Aftcrwords I hod mony visions with elosed cyes, and
light was given me in & miraculous manncr. There wes also an
influx from spirits, as manifest to the sensc as if it had been
in tho sensés of the bogy, therce were infestotions in various
ways by ovil spirits, when I.wes in temptations; and aftcerwards
when writing unythlng to which the spirits had an aversion I was
2lmost posscssed by them, soas to feel something like & tremor..
‘Ficry lights werg scen, and conversa tlons heard in the early
morning, besides’ many other things; wntil at lasgt a spirit
spoke 2 few words t0 mc, when T wags grcatly nstonishel ot hls
perociving my thoughts. I wns aftcrwards, when I was greatly
astonishedthat I cpuid voiverse with: splrlt%' og the spirits
wore that I should woncer.

VI. Conecrning Internal ReSPirntion Vol. ii Page 143

"Mhnhas an intcrnal and an external rcspiration; ‘his externnl
respirwtlon is from the world but the intcrnnl from heaven. When
man dies, extcrnnl rcsplratlon ceases, but internal respirction,
wrich is tacit and imperceptible during the 1life in the body,
continucs. This respirntion is altogether according to the
affeotion of truth, thus ncoording to the 1lifc of one's faith..
Those, howcver, who 2rec in no faith, which is the sase with
thos¢ in hell, dcrive their rpsplrutlon, not from the interior,
but from thebxtcrlor- thcy thus breathe in o contrary way,
wherefore oripproaching an angclie society whore respiration from
theinterior provails, thoy bcgin to be suffocntoed, ant beceome as
if dead; they thero fore cast tromsolves Covn into their hell,
where tka" agein receive their former respirntion which is
opposcd fo the respiration of heaven." (From Arc-no Cocélestia)

"The mon of tho Most Aneicnt Church had an intornal rcespiration,
thus one which “grpuc with, and wos similar to, the respirnotion
of “hc angcls." :
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